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UVMCC was incorporated 

in October 1967 for all who 

are interested in Ultra Vans  

  CORSA Chapter #008  
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Save the dates  
 

2021 Ultra Van Rally 

July 23 - July 26, 2021 

SANTEE LAKES Campground 

9310 Fanita Pkwy, Santee, CA 92071 

 
We are excited to get together in beautiful San Diego, California. 
This year's event will start on Friday, July 23rd, and wrap-up on 
Monday, the 26th and then for those interested, you might contin-
ue your week by attending the CORSA Convention that runs July 
27-31, just a few miles away.  
 

So, are you interested in attending?? We want to know. This is 
NOT a commitment nor a reservation.  You will NOT be held to 
anything later. For now, we just would like to know who might 
come so our planning can begin. The Events page on the website 
has a simple form you can complete and submit to indicate youôre 
interested. 
 

Click the this link to access the website page,  
https://ultravan.org/ultra-van-events/   
or contact uvmcc_membership@yahoo.com 
 

Weôll have more information coming soon!! 

https://ultravan.org/ultra-van-events/
mailto:uvmcc_membership@yahoo.com
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Welcome to our new members 

Kurt Languirand #448 
Andrew & Amy Tyson #215

Tommy Ciangi 

Tom & Erin Koprevich #211 

Jon Dilks & Leah Yancoskie #549 

Mike & Cindy Callahan #452 

Tony Voorbij #T2038

UVMCC currently has 113 members 
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$$$$ Dues Are Due by the end of December $$$$  
According to the clubôs bylaws, annual membership dues are due each year at the end of the year.  
 
The website is set up for capturing your renewal information and also provides you a way to pay using 
either a check or money order sent to the Treasurer, a Credit Card, or a PayPal payment.  
 
Just click the following link and scroll down and complete the online membership form,  
https://ultravan.org/ultra-van-motor-coach-club/. Completing the membership form helps keep the ros-
ter information current plus, this is the preferred way to renew. Payments links and mailing infor-
mation are available on the checkout page. 
 
Dues are still $5 a year for an emailed newsletter and $15 a year for a mailed newsletter. 
 
You can avoid having to do this yearly by paying for more than just the coming year.  
 
Attention recent new members: If you wonder why your name is on the list and you paid for just 
one year, you were only charged for the remainder of this year, half price (either $2.50 or $7.50). This 
allows synchronizing you with annual dues cycle expiring at the end of the year. From this point on, 
your membership period will be January through December. 
 
These members dues will expire at the end of this year: 
John & Jan Alabaster  
Rob & Ashley Alonzo 
Marisa Barnes  
Phil & Margaret Bartholomew  
Warren & Ann Bennett 
Paul & Ramona Bergstrom 
Bill Bikle 
Tommy Ciangi 
Phil Domser 
Brian Goldin 
Tosh & Annie Gregg 
Jim & An Guider 
Dean William Hansen 
David & Susan Knox 
Craig & Lea Lamond 
Robert W. Langdon 
Kurt Languirand 
Damian Lee & Christine Tulk 
Steve & Laura Lemke 
Theodore & Pat Malo 
Gary Moore 
George & Lorna Murphy 
Terry & Linda Porter & Caroline Tolby 
Connor Powers 
Jon & Nicole Robere 
Vince & Julie Rohr 
Joe & Janet Scalet 
Leo & Betsy Senn 
Greg Shaw 
Pete Smith 
Clyde & Kaye Stanton 
Kevin & Leslie Sullivan 
Tim Verschuyl 
Dr Ron Zoutendam 

https://ultravan.org/ultra-van-motor-coach-club/
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Hey Everyone,  

If it gets printed this month (see page 12) you will see I have been doing 

a little upgrade to #398. Other than that, I have not really been any-

where.  

There is not a lot going on in the club other than daily things to take 

care of. I want to thank Owen for posting about the first Ultra Vans, 

that is interesting reading. See https://ultravan.org/the -first -ultra

-vans/  

The plans are being made for the National Rally in 2021 but I understand that it is hard 

or impossible to nail down dates more than 6 months ahead of time, it is being worked 

on.  As of now I plan on attending but again probably not with my coach.  

Everyone stay safe.  

Important Tech Tip UPDATE!  
 
Thanks to Tom Koprevich (#211) for this critical update 
 
TECH TIP NO. 94-08      SUBJECT Suspension Bushings (2) 
UV MANUAL SECTION 09-10   AUTHOR Len Ryerson #513 
 

Wanted to point out in this tip there is a WRONG part number for Clarks. 
 
Ordered the part that is in the tip and it is for a 65+ upper A-arm 
 

The part # that should be in there is C1664 which is the correct part number 
for 60-64 - lower A arm. 
 
Please note this correction so someone else does not order the wrong bushings. 

The Saga of the first Ultra Vans  
 
The last newsletter carried four brief sketches on the First Four Ultra Vans that were 
originally posted in 2017 on Rick Milne's now-retired forum at ultravan.club. 
 
After the newsletter came out, I decided to expand the sketches into more comprehen-
sive articles, and have so far continued the series to include the fifth, sixth, and ninth 
Ultra Vans (nobody knows what became of the 7th & 8th). Unfortunately, these articles 
have become too long to actually include in the newsletter. 
 
New articles are usually posted Sunday mornings on my blog at https://
ultravans.blogspot.com , and Molly has also been transcribing them to a dedicated 
page on the Club website at https://ultravan.org/the-first-ultra-vans . 
 
I really appreciate all the feedback I have been getting on this project! One nice thing 
about the blog format is I can revise the articles whenever I receive corrections or new 
information. 
 
Thanks! Owen Strawn UV500.  

https://ultravan.org/the-first-ultra-vans/
https://ultravan.org/the-first-ultra-vans/
https://ultravans.blogspot.com
https://ultravans.blogspot.com
https://ultravan.org/the-first-ultra-vans
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William Dale Panzer  
May 11,1941-August 20, 2020 

Taken from the Taos News 

He grew up in a small Texas town. Each summer he traveled with his folks to Nebras-

ka farms to harvest the wheat where he drove the tractor and prepared the sandwiches 

for lunch. Entering Texas Tech University he worked on diesel engines nights and 

weekends to pay the bills. After graduation he moved to Detroit with General Motors 

Diesel Division. Later in Houston he opened a successful framing business and later 

drove long-distance trucks. During these years he spent each summer in Europe ex-

ploring and photographing. Arriving in Taos in 1999 he rented an apartment and small gallery in the Ranchos 

Plaza where he sold his art. When the art market declined he closed the gallery but maintained the friends he 

made. Later he founded a small local newspaper, The Trad N Post distributed free. After a run, he shut down the 

paper. All the while he was active with Alcoholics Anonymous. Always he was proud of his thirty-five years plus 

sober. This man was William Panzer who died August 20 traveling the Colorado River Tribal Lands. He died 

peacefully doing what he lovedðphotographing the land and driving a vehicle south and west.  

To plant a tree in memory of 1941-August William Dale Panzer May 11, 2 as a living tribute, please visit Tribute 
Store. 

Dollie J. Sharp 
2/14/1941 - 9/8/2020 
PEKIN ~ Dollie Jean Sharp, 79, of Pekin, passed away at 11:10 p.m. Tuesday, Sep-
tember 8, 2020 at Pekin Manor. 
Born February 14, 1941 in Redwood Falls, Minnesota to Samuel and Edith Wester-
house, she married Dennis Sharp on October 13, 1958. He survives. 
Also surviving are one daughter, Sherrie (Dave) Fulton of Pekin; three sons, Gene 
(Tracy) Sharp of Glasford, David (Sue) Sharp of Pekin, Steven Sharp of Florida; five 
grandchildren, Tyler, Haley, Grayson, Nichole, and Isabella; and two great-
grandchildren, Sophie and Everett. 
She also leaves behind several life-long friends, Donald DeGroot, and James and 
Phyllis Todd. 
A homemaker, Dollie enjoyed baking and camping. She loved classic cars and attending car shows and motor-
cycle events with family. Dollie formerly lived in Florida for 22 years. 
There will be no services and cremation will be accorded by Preston-Hanley Funeral Homes & Crematory in 
Pekin. 
 
From Denny Sharp 
Although we didn't attend many Ultra Meets or get involved with club functions, Dollie and I loved the group and 
our dreams of getting our Ultra Van on the road. Plans don't always go as planned. Dollie fell July 9th in her 
bedroom. Until then she was walking around the house and doing minor chores with no help. She spent her 
days watching old sitcoms on TV, talking to friends or me, as I played on my computer. 
An early morning fall, she injured her head, sprained her right ankle, reinjured her damaged spine, dislocated 
her right shoulder, and broke her right hip while at home. After two stays at the local hospital, Dollie was isolat-
ed only one mile from home in a nursing home. Until the last week, visits were awkward and thru dark tinted 
windows. We couldn't speak or touch. 
Our family saw her declining and she went peacefully, never in pain, never complaining. I got to kiss her good-
bye on Monday Sept 7. She whispered, "I'll always love you," as we both said every evening and every morning 
for almost 62 years. 
We had planned on bringing her home on Wednesday Sept.8th. On the 7th we got a hospital bed, an oxygen 
machine, etc. Arrangements were made for the ambulance to bring her the one-mile home and the 1/8th mile 
down Memory Lane then to our house. In the 4-years we've been here, Dollie never got to walk down Memory 
Lane, the tiny street in front of our little house. 

In Memorial  

https://tree.tributecenterstore.com/memorial-tree?oId=18159577&source=tn16
https://tree.tributecenterstore.com/memorial-tree?oId=18159577&source=tn16
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Short Reports 
Bits of information from our members  
Dave & Gloria Beck #389ðFirst trip 
 We purchased #389 in June and spent a few weeks getting familiar with it driving to local parks and doing 
some maintenance items learning all we could.  We finally decided to take a week and visit Jerry & Mary Lou 
Kramer #424 in Ft. Recovery, Ohio, Ken Hand #398 in Fowlerville Mi. and Chris and Molly #328 in Gladwin Mi.  
We left Brownsburg In. Sunday morning traveling north on I-69 and being in no hurry we had stopped to visit 
Jan, a friend from the Circle City Corvair Club to see his new 66 Corsa.  Gloria had just finished asking me 
where we should stop for lunch.  Our plan was to eat at rest stops and parks as she likes to cook and prepare 
meals.  Suddenly a loud clicking noise from the rear and getting louder.  If you have ever slammed an automat-
ic transmission into park while still going forward at about 20 M.P.H. that was the sound.  At 60 M.P.H. I put the 
flashers on and slowed some to pull onto the emergency lane of I-69 then a quick glance at the dash gages 
and that is when I saw the exit 219 one mile sign and decided to see if I could get off the interstate.  At about 
40 mph everything went silent, but the engine was still running "OK", so we headed for the McDonalds nearby.  
I wanted to believe it had repaired itself but knew better.   I believe the Lord provided a huge empty parking lot 
for us to land in expecting to be taken home on a flatbed. 
 We were happy to be parked but pretty disappointed about not getting to finish our trip we so looked for-
ward to and only 50 miles from home.  I peeked underneath the coach and saw transmission fluid everywhere 
and the power glide's governor laying on some linkage completely out of the transmission with the tab that hold 
it in place broken into.  I called AAA and prepared to be winched onto a flatbed by draining the water tank to 

lose some weight, I figured it couldn't hurt as I have seen what happens if a unit gets 
pulled too hard.  The towing service spent an hour looking for the truck to do the job 
but called and said it would be the next morning around 10 a.m.  At this point we 
made some calls, cancelled visits, and decided to spend the night in the coach there.  
Gloria and I sort of apologized to each other for thinking this whole trip would work in 
the first place but at our stage in life all was still good.  I purchased two newspapers to 
read, Gloria had her gardening and word books and we settled in for the rest of the 
day. Now I was wishing I had the water that I drained so I could wash up some.   
 Then a text from Molly saying, "You know Mike McKeel is just 30 miles from you, 
maybe he can help".  Good idea, so Mike calls back after leaving him a message say-
ing he was in Detroit, but his new shop partner Brandon might be able to bring a gov-
ernor if I wanted to try one.  Since it would be easy enough to install I figured it was 
worth a try but Brandon was out with his girlfriend however 2 hours later Brandon and 
his girlfriend show up in a 67 Corvair convertible and hand off a brand new used one.  

After a little conversation they go on their way and I am under the coach lying in 15 gallons of water mixed with 
transmission fluid, we were parked in a low spot.  Once installed she was ready to try, maybe just around the 
lot as I didn't want to be stuck on the road and AAA had our location marked.  Just as I was about to start the 
engine my CCC friend Jan drives up in his very nice 60 4 door Corvair and hands me 
a container of carrot cake and one of brownies, WOW!  He said follow me and I will 
stay with you for a few miles so away we went.  We took the back way to the inter-
state and all seemed well, so I waved him on, and the rest of the trip was without inci-
dent!  PTL 
 We had a good visit and airplane ride with Jerry and Mary Lou, got to see Ken 
Hand's shop and get a lot of good information about Ultra's and 6 ears of corn from 
his garden and finally drove an air boat for the first time while visiting Chris and Molly.  
On the way home Gloria said this is quite a network of Ultra/Corvair friends we have, 
and I agreed. 
 I never did have time to finish reading the newspapers.  We are ready for the next adventure maybe Minne-
sota. (ed-watch for their second trip in the next edition) 
 

John Nickel former owner #452ðGood-bye Marshmallow 

"Marshmallow" UV 452 has left my herd and has been sold to Mike Callahan in Anderson, SC.  She left on a 
rollback last Wednesday afternoon.  I wasn't able to get any pic because I fell on Tuesday evening and got one 
hell of a bruise on my outer right thigh so walking was really limited to get out there. COPD has really slowed 
me down so I'm starting to reduce inventory. 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ тύ 
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Mike Callahanðnew owner #452 
Glad to be a new Ultra van owner.  Brought 452 home (110 miles) first of Sept.  Lots of questions and lots of 
information from online members.  Seems like the club members are about helping and very patient.  I've been 
an avid Corvair collector and mechanic since 1979.  Working on getting the windshield back in place after it tried 
to cave in when I hit 85 mph.  Got good help from the FB forum.  draining old gas, rewiring ignition circuit. Next 
will be installing the water lines someone removed and getting an A/C unit installed.  452 is running and moving 
on its own, seems to have good brakes.  Some of the other forums have a few people that like to ridicule and 
make fun of posts, didn't see that here, so thanks. I have a lot of experience with Corvairs, I have 18 of them 
now, so if I can help with advice or parts, feel free to contact me.  Iôm in Anderson SC.  I belong to Corsa SC 
Corvair club in Greenville SC and this is our clubôs 2nd Ultra Van.  
 

John SargavyðUltra Van Lover & Corvair Owner - Restoration/preservation Progress: 
1964 Monza Convertible 

όŜŘτ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ¦ƭǘǊŀ ±ŀƴ ƻǿƴŜǊΣ WƻƘƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ WƻƘƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Yύ 
Right underside work started:. New 'backbone' installed in the rocker - side metal being prepared 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Gale & Gretchen Pfueller - #497 - trip up the coast 
 We could not let a Summer go by without a UV trip to the Oregon Coast. Our UV "Lips" ran great for all the 
900-mile trip. Stops included Camp Casey State Park (2 nights) and Cape Disappointment State Park in Wash-
ington. 
 Next, we journeyed to Sea & Sand RV Park in Depot Bay Oregon, even getting an Ocean View site. On to 
the RV Resort in Cannon Beach and finally Circle Creek RV Park in Seaside Oregon. A high lite of the trip was 
a visit and dinner with Doug and Meg Bell (UV 404) who came out to the coast for a short vacation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gary & Mary Baxter - #544  - work update 
Work on 544 was suspended for a while as driveline options were 
explored.  The original plan was to move the Chevy 350 to the 
front with an 4L80e transmission and driveshafts to the rear to 
connect to the Corvette differential.  While this would give a great 
weight balance, after mounting, some issues became apparent, 
like having to climb over the engine to get to the seats and no 

Short Reports (cont.)  

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ сύ 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ уύ 


















