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ULTRA VAN EASTERN SPRING RALLY 

March 6 through 9, 2017 
At 

Standal Mansion in North Fort Myers, FL 
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ULTRA VAN MINI RALLY IN SHAWNEE, OK 
March 24-30, 2017 

In Conjunction With 

2017 GMCMI Spring Convention 

Spring Fling 
“A Celebration of Vintage Front-Wheel Drive Motorho mes”  

Heart of Oklahoma Exposition Center | Shawnee, Okla homa 

This Convention will be a celebration of our vintage GMC Motorhomes, and ALSO other classic front-wheel drive 
motorhomes such as the Revcon, Cortez, Travoy, Tiara, Ultra Van, and Silver Motor Coach. Plans are being made to 
share information and have some fun with the owners of these classics. This facility has been selected to enhance the 
opportunity for seminars, meetings and fellowship involving all these diverse and yet similar vehicles and their owners. 
Make your plans to join us.  Info contact: Owen Strawn, 316-208-4885 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Ultras in the Route 66 Fun Run 
Kingman, Arizona 

May 5 through 7, 2017 
 

The “2017 Route 66 Fun Run” is a 3-day celebration of the namesake’s famous American Roadway with hundreds 

of Show Cars cruising along the longest unbroken stretch of Route 66.  

The “Route 66 Fun Run” rolls into Kingman on Saturday for a stop in Historic Downtown Kingman. Events center 

around the Kingman Visitor Center (120 W. Andy Devine Ave.), with a huge car show, entertainment, food with a 

carnival atmosphere. Fun for the whole family! 

For more information call the "Historic Route 66 Association of Arizona” at 928-753-5001 or go to www.azrt66.com/ 
 
 

Info contact: Betsy Senn, 928-565-1298 
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ULTRA VAN WESTERN RALLY AT YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK 
May 18 through 21, 2017 

Sponsors: Bonnie and Howard Joseph & Rosie Walker and Larry Forman 
 

The Western Rally will be at May 18 through 21 at Thousand Trails in Groveland which is 
YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK.  Thousand Trails offers a shuttle service to 
Yosemite.  Limited number of sites are available at some of the park's best sites near the 
lake at reduced  prices to our members which will be known after the first of the 
year.   Everyone must make their own reservation and pay for first night when doing so.    
 

Everyone will be pretty much on their own to experience Yosemite in the manner in which 
they want.  However, some fabulous breakfasts and dinners are planned, one being a pot 
luck.  We'll squeeze in the necessary meeting, probably right after or before a meal, or at 
an evening campfire gathering.    No time for games if you want to experience Yosemite.   
 

The TT park officials are extremely busy now, and promise to get back to us with the dollar 
amount after the first of the year.  So, hang in there, and stay tuned more info coming 
soon.   In the meantime take a look at their website, Thousand Trails in Groveland, CA.   
 

This is going to be a fabulous rally that promises to raise the bar.   
 

If you plan on attending,  please RSVP now to 2rosalene@gmail.com, because Bonnie may 
have to try to arrange to reserve more site spaces.     Bonnie was being conservative when 
reserving sites with her TT relative.     
 

Rosie & Bonnie 
.   
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2017 ULTRA VAN NATIONAL RALLY AT HUTCHINSON, KANSAS  
DATES ARE UNDETERMINED AT PRESENT 

PLEASE CHECK THE NEXT ISSUE OF WHALES ON WHEELS 
 

Co-Hosts are the Strawns and the Andersons 
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On our way back home from the National Rally in Tombstone we were having a wonderful time site seeing our way through 
southern Utah and had worked our way into California.  The Ultra Van was running great, even going up 14 percent grades 
on hwy12 between Capitol Reef National Park and Bryce Canyon National Park.  This is an extremely beautiful drive with 
thrilling views, but I don't think I'll drive a Corvair powered Ultra Van on it anytime soon.  We were in southern California 
heading towards the San Francisco Bay Area to visit relatives when things took a very bad turn for the worse.  We were on 
hwy58, heading towards Bakersfield coming down a long grade out of Tehachapi.  When I rolled  
back into the throttle things did not sound right.  Patty and I looked at each other and Patty said, "That doesn't sound 
right".   We pulled off at the next exit and into a gravel lot.  A quick inspection told me that I did not want to go any further.  Oil 
was dripping from the main seal and there was loud knocking emanating from the center of the  
block.  After a 3 hour wait, our tow truck arrived and hauled us 30 miles to the Orange Grove RV Park where we spent the 
night.  I had called my brother who owns an Auto Body Shop in Fremont California. When we made our first cross country 
trip in 2009 with our then just mechanically refurbished Ultra Van, he said he would be expecting my call to come rescue us 
when we broke down.  After seven years the call was finally made.  He quickly volunteered to drive his tow truck down to 
retrieve us.  The next morning when we positioned his roll back for pulling the Ultra Van onto it, we noticed that his light 
duty truck was too narrow.  I quickly came up with the idea of using space saver spare tires on the front to narrow the 
front.  All we had to do was make a quick trip to a local wrecking yard and pick up a couple.  Three hours and 12 yards later 
we found two that would work from mid 90s Chevy Astro vans.  With my wallet $80 lighter we were quickly loaded and on 
our way.  Because my brother's truck would only seat two, he carried a car for us to drive back to his place.  Patty was sure 
the Ultra Van was destined to fall off the rollback with every bump in the road.  We made it to my brother's place in the San 
Jose foothills east of Milpitas without incident. 
 
We sleep in the Ultra Van that night because we are more comfortable with our own mattress and after all it is our home 
away from home.  A quick inspection the next morning revealed that I could turn the torque converter about 1" before any 
resistance. After 40,500 miles in the motor home, the crankshaft had broken!!!!  Everything I needed to build a replacement 
engine was only 600 miles north in my shop.  My brother loaned us one of his pickups so I dropped the drive train out, onto 
a pallet and into the pickup.  On the trip from San Jose to Albany Oregon, I discovered that my Ultra Van uses less fuel than 
a 2003 Ford F250. When I got home I spent 14 hours a day assembling a new engine.  I was in a  
hurry to get my brother's truck back to him and get the Ultra Van out of his backyard.  On hind sight this was NOT a good 
plan!  I always test run engines before installing them.    Over the years I have come to hate points!  When vehicles are new 
they aren't too bad.  The points needed to be adjusted periodically and replaced every now and then.  With age they can 
be a real pain!  I have seen problems with three other Ultra Vans using points in recent years.  The points cams get rougher 
with age and wear the pad on the points changing the dwell and the timing.  For the initial firing I use point because it is 
easier to get the timing set and then I switch over to a pertronix.  With the points installed the engine would not fire.  No 
spark.  I cleaned the points, changed points, cleaned all connections, changed the coil, no luck.  After a good night’s rest, I 
pulled out the points plate and put the pertronix from my pickup and it started right away. Hooray.   But what is that 
noise?  Just as I was about to stop the engine, it came to an abrupt stop!  Now what?  With tears in my eyes I went into the 
house to tell Patty that my plans to drive the new engine back to San Jose had been postponed.  I gathered my composure 
and went out to the shop to conduct an autopsy.  In my exhausted state I neglected to torque the rod bolts on 1, 3 and 5.   I 
still can't believe I did that!  I guess that's why I run all my engines before I put them into a vehicle.  New plan.  Take my 
time and make sure everything is done correctly.  My blunder had caused more damage than a broken crankshaft!  Let's 
see, another block, crankshaft, 3 sets of rods, pistons and cylinders. Carefully inspect any reused parts and double check 
everything. Success, the Ultra Van with a rebuilt engine is now snug in its place in the shop where it belongs.  Another 
lesson learned the hard way.�
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